German versus Hun

The more one lives in this country, the more one realizes the
feeling of cheap, jealous snobbery and mistrust which under-
lies everything. . . . They listen to all you say and repeat it
in whichever way they like, either to make it better or worse:
it depends on the mood they are in. They either wish you good
or evil; some are very nice, some are not great gentlemen;
because they have no great, old family tradition, full of
generosity and broadmindedness. "Live and let live" is not
their motto: it is rather "Live as I wish; move as I say; sit
or stand as I order; think as I think; speak as I do."

DAISY  PRINCESS  OF  PLESS,   2 8   August,   1915

This conceited servility is simply the concomitant of any
education which favours mediocrity. It has created the
"official character" which would like to turn Germany into
a prison. The contemptible spirit of lackeydom that rules our
public opinion has also graduated from this school.

RICHARD  DEHMEL,   1916

Our officers were more like non-commissioned officers before
the higher ranks; even the field-marshal stood solemn and
stiff before the All-Highest war-lord, like a recruit before his
sergeant; for after all, the second Wilhelm was nothing more.
Even a genius like Bismarck was so inhibited that he per-
sisted in his reverence of royalty instead of becoming a rebel.

HANS W.   FISCHER,   1921

Longer than any other people, and also more intensively
than any other, this German people remained under the
police-truncheon of authority, and tolerated it. Taste, dignity,
liberty and deportment were drubbed out of its mind and
soul. Nature was really driven out with a pitchfork; that
Nature of whom the poet says that she always comes back.
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